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PERSONAL INFORMATION

Date of birth: 07/05/1979    Nationality: Romanian    Gender: Male

Phone: (+40) 726 925 819    Email: gratian@urbanizehub.com

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/gratianmihailescu/    Academia.edu:
https://independent.academia.edu/MihailescuGratian

WORK EXPERIENCE
12 September 2022 - Present | Brussels, Belgium

EXPERT, EUROPEAN MISSION BOARD - 100 CLIMATE-NEUTRAL AND SMART CITIES MISSION (Annex 1)
• Providing advice on the implementation of EU policies and programmes in research and innovation.

• Analysing the current situation and developing recommendations.

• Participating in working-group meetings.

• Preparing and submitting reports and other deliverables.

Reference: Register of Commission Expert Groups and Other Similar Entities

2021 - Present | Romania

CEO / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, URBAN INNOVATION HUB SRL
• Coordinating multidisciplinary teams, managing budgets, and implementing strategic urban planning and sustainable
regeneration projects.

• Developing and consolidating public-private partnerships and attracting national and European funding for urban
innovation initiatives.

• Overseeing research, public consultation, and the formulation of local sustainability-oriented policies.

• Representing the organisation in international urban innovation networks and participating in specialist conferences,
forums and working groups.

2018 - Present | Romania

URBAN INNOVATION EXPERT, WORLD BANK (Annex 2)
• Co-author of Romania’s first National Urban Policy, a strategic document underpinning reforms in urban planning and
development.

• Coordinator of one of Romania’s largest nationwide urban governance campaigns, implemented through the
prioritatileorasuluitau.ro platform.

• Responsible for strategy and implementation in the communication campaign for “Functional Areas in the EU”, carried out
by the World Bank for DG REGIO, European Commission.

Reference: World Bank document

2013 - Present | Romania

URBAN INNOVATION EXPERT / PRESIDENT OF THE INSTITUTE FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT / FOUNDER OF
URBANIZEHUB (Annex 3)
UrbanizeHub is a platform dedicated to promoting sustainable and smart urban development through active community
engagement. The organisation implements projects supporting the transition towards sustainable cities, provides civic
education and information, and advocates public policies focused on sustainable urban development.

Websites: https://urbanizehub.ro/ | https://urbanizehub.com/ | https://urban-talks.com/

2012 - 2016 | Romania

CONSULTANT, EXPERT AND PRESS CONTRIBUTOR (Annex 4)
• Public policy, European funding and regional development.
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• Communications strategist for political campaigns (local, national and European elections).

• Expert for the Romanian Academic Society (policy reports and conferences).

• Expert for Advocacy Academy (public hearings, communications and reports).

• Affiliated expert at Europuls (Brussels-Bucharest think tank).

• Expert for the Assembly of European Regions (roundtables and conferences).

• Columnist and analyst contributing to Romanian media: Jurnalul, Adevărul, Europuls, Calea Europeană, Finanțare,
HotNews, Contributors, Revista 22, Think Outside the Box and România Curată.

2007 - 2010 | Brussels, Belgium

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS CONSULTANT, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
• Designing and implementing capacity-building projects for local and regional administrations.

• Conducting media relations with Romanian outlets and drafting speeches for Members of the European Parliament.

• Developing EU funding communication and information materials for Romanian public authorities.

• Drafting regional development reports and questions addressed to the European Commission.

• Working on Romanian Structural Funds within Consulmarc Sviluppo.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE - SUMMARY

Scope Position Organisation Field Period

International European Affairs Consultant European Parliament EU affairs / Regional
development

2007-2010

International Mission Board Expert European Commission Smart cities / EU policy 2022-Present

International Study Coordinator MedCities Metropolitan governance 2023

International Norwegian projects
coordinator

UrbanizeHub / M100Hub Urban development /
International partnerships

2024-2025

National Consultant, expert, press
contributor

SAR, Europuls, Advocacy
Academy

Public policy /
Communication

2009-2016

National President / Founder UrbanizeHub / Institute for Local
Development

Urbanism / Innovation / NGO 2013-Present

National Urban Innovation Expert World Bank Urban policy / Planning 2018-Present

National CEO / Executive Director Urban Innovation Hub SRL Urban strategy / Project
management

2021-Present

National / EU ReGreeneration Project
Manager

UrbanizeHub (Horizon Europe) Urban regeneration / Civic
participation

2022-Present

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
September 2015 - October 2019

PhD IN POLITICAL SCIENCE, SPECIALISING IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND URBAN GOVERNANCE
West University of Timișoara

September 2010 - March 2012

EUROPEAN COMMISSION ERASMUS MUNDUS PROGRAMME - DEVELOPMENT EXPERT
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University of Trento; Corvinus University of Budapest; University of Ljubljana; University of Regensburg

September 2007 - December 2007

INTENSIVE POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMME IN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS - PROJECT MANAGER AND EU ADVISER
Belgian-Italian Chamber of Commerce; Free University of Brussels; University of Padua

September 2005 - September 2007

ERASMUS STUDENT - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen, Germany

September 2005 - September 2007

SHCES MASTER’S PROGRAMME - EUROPEAN AFFAIRS EXPERT
School of Higher Comparative European Studies (SHCES), Jean Monnet Chair - Centre of Excellence

September 1998 - July 2002

BACHELOR’S DEGREE - COMMUNICATION, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND JOURNALISM
West University of Timișoara, Faculty of Letters, Philosophy and History

LANGUAGE SKILLS

Mother tongue: Romanian

Language Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production Writing

English C2 C2 C2 C2 C1

German B2 B2 B1 B2 B1

French B2 B2 A2 A2 B2

Italian B2 B2 A2 A2 A2

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION - PUBLICATIONS

• How Can We Shape Romania’s Cities? Ideas and Solutions for Transforming Romania’s Urban Communities. Casa de Pariuri
Literare, 2022.

• Quality of Life. Technology in Retroumanism. The Future Through the Power of Communities. Club România, Bucharest,
2020.

• Shaping the Principle of Subsidiarity in Romania: Cities as Local Communities Driving Development. PhD thesis, West
University of Timișoara (year shown incompletely as “201” in the original).

• The Importance of Regional Development for Romania’s Future. Institute for Popular Studies, Bucharest, 2015.

• The Role of European Regions in 2014: The State of Subsidiarity and Multilevel Governance in Europe. The Case of
Romania. Assembly of European Regions, Brussels, 2015.

• How Does Romania Represent Its Interests in Brussels? Europuls, Bucharest, 2014.

• Regionalisation and EU Funds: How Not to Do Harm Before Doing Good? Romanian Academic Society, public policy report,
2013.

• Poland vs Romania: Two Eastern European Countries with Different Trajectories. Analytical article published by Alliance for
a Clean Romania, 2013.

• Regional Development Through EU Funds Absorption in Central and Eastern Europe: Case Studies of Podlaskie (Poland),
North-East Romania and Vojvodina (Serbia). Master’s dissertation.
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AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Doctoral scholarship, West University of Timișoara (2016-2019).

• Erasmus Placement scholarship, Brussels (2016).

• Hive Global Leadership, San Francisco (2016), Berlin (2018), Bucharest (2019).

• Erasmus Mundus scholarship, European Commission (2010-2012).

• Erasmus scholarship, West University of Timișoara (2006-2007).

• Scholarship, Institute of European Studies, Brussels (2007).

VOLUNTEERING

Co-founder, EduCaB in Bangladesh and Tanzania / EduCaB Nepal Developer (2014-Present). Project dedicated to
strengthening libraries’ educational capacity in Romania, Nepal, Bangladesh and Indonesia, particularly in rural areas.

UCaB - Senegal and Sierra Leone (2022). Participation in the Budapest-Bamako Rally to raise awareness of the challenges
facing African communities, donating the vehicle used to support hospitals in Freetown and establishing smart libraries and
digital hubs.

MANAGER - COORDINATOR OF RELEVANT PROJECTS

URBAN INNOVATION HUB SRL (2021-Present) - CEO & Director: strategic, financial and operational coordination.

1. Climate City Contract - Bucharest Sector 2 Municipality (2022-2023)

Coordinator of the Climate Neutrality and Carbon Footprint Reduction Strategy. Based on this document, Sector 2 was
awarded the European Commission Mission Label, recognising an integrated investment plan for sustainable urban
development.

2. Metropolitan Governance Study - MedCities & Barcelona Metropolitan Area (2023)

Coordinator of a reference report on models of urban governance across Mediterranean regions, commissioned by MedCities
in partnership with the Barcelona Metropolitan Area.

3. Functional Urban Areas (FUA) - World Bank for DG REGIO, European Commission (2023)

Testing and validating innovative integrated urban planning models for Romanian metropolitan areas, supporting local
administrative capacity and territorial cooperation.

4. UrbanTalks (2017-Present)

Flagship event bringing together professionals, government and the private sector to discuss solutions to urban challenges.

5. Urban Innovation Hackathon / Urban Lab for Green Cities (2017-Present)

Urban ideas competition focused on green, safe and inclusive solutions for smart-city development.

6. People Shaping Cities for the People (2021)

Two UrbanTalks events in Brașov and Oradea, involving citizens in developing solutions for mobility, health and the
environment.

7. The Line Project - Bucharest Sector 6 (2021-2022)

One of Romania’s largest urban co-design processes, involving 4,000 citizens in reimagining a railway corridor as a linear
park.

8. Proximity - Municipality of Lugoj (2021-2022)

Romania’s first participatory process to define the planning brief for a General Urban Plan.

9. APEL - Urban Regeneration and Preventive Design, Bucharest Sector 2 (2022)

Urban regeneration guide developed from public consultation on seismic risk and residents’ needs in the Colentina-Tei
neighbourhoods.
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10. Innovative Solutions for Green Cities (2022-2023)

European Social Fund co-financed project in Timișoara, Arad, Reșița and Lugoj, incorporating conferences, workshops and
the launch of the Romanian Green Cities League.

RELEVANT PROJECT BUDGETS

Project Organisation Period Estimated budget

Climate City Contract - Sector 2 Urban Innovation Hub SRL 2022-2023 EUR 200,000

Metropolitan Governance Study -
MedCities

Urban Innovation Hub SRL 2023 EUR 60,000

Functional Urban Areas (FUA) World Bank & DG REGIO 2023 EUR 300,000 (national)

ReGreeneration - Horizon Europe UrbanizeHub NGO 2022-Present EUR 1,500,000 (Romania) / EUR
10,000,000 (total)

Norwegian Grants - Urban Governance UrbanizeHub NGO 2024-2025 EUR 700,000

Annexes 1-4: The supporting documentation on the following pages is reproduced without translation, as in the original CV.



 

Anexa 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anexa 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anexa 3  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Anexa 4  

 

 

 



 

 



 

       

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


